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LIFE OF DANIEL WEBSTER.                  [On. XXIII.

I can only effect my purpose by thus addressing the Senate ; and I rise.
therefore, to make that protest in this manner, in the face of the Senate,
and in the face of the country, which I cannot present in any other form.

"I speak hi my own behalf, and in behalf of my colleague; we both
speak as Senators from, the State of Massachusetts, and, as such, we
solemnly protest against this whole proceeding.

'' We deny that Senators from any other States have power or authority
to expunge any vote or rotes which we have given here, and which we
have recorded agreeably to the express provision of the Constitution. "We
have high personal interest, and the State whose representatives we are
has also a high interest, in the preservation entire of every part and parcel
of the record of our conduct as members of the Senate.

" This record the Constitution declares shall be "kept; but the resolu-
tion before the Senate declares that this record shall be expunged.
Whether subterfuge and evasion, and, as it appears to us, the degrading
mockery of drawing black lines upon the Journal, shall or shall not leave
our names and our votes legible, when this violation of the record shall
have been complete, still the term ' to expunge,' and the term ' to keep,'
when applied to a record, impart ideas exactly contradictory; as much so
as the term ' to preserve,' and the term ' to destroy.' A record which is
expunged is not a record which is fcejit, any more than a record which is
destroyed can be a record which is preserved. The part expunged is no
longer part of the record; it has no longer a legal existence. It cannot
be certified as a part of the proceedings of the Senate for any purpose of
proof or evidence. The object of the provision in the Constitution, as we
think, most obviously is, that the proceedings of the Senate shall be pre-
served in writing not for the present only; not until published only, be-
cause a copy of the printed Journal is not regular legal evidence; but pre-
served indefinitely; preserved, as other records are preserved, till destroyed
by time or accident.

"Every one must see that matters of the highest importance depend
on the permanent preservation of the Journals of the two Houses. What
but the Journals show that bills have been regularly passed into laws*
through the several stages; what but the Journals show who are members,
or who is President, or Speaker, or Secretary, or Clerk of the body ? What
but the Journals contain the proof necessary for the justification of those
who act under our authority, and who, without the power of producing
such proof, must stand as trespassers ? "What but the Journals show who
is appointed, and who rejected, by us, on the President's nomination; or
who is acquitted, or who convicted in trials on impeachment ? In short,
is there, at any time, any other regular and legal proof, of any act done by
the Senate, than the Journal itself?

- The idea, therefore, that the Senate is bound to preserve its Journal
only until it is published, and then may alter, mutilate, or destroy it at
pleasure, appears to us one of the most extraordinary sentiments ever ad-
vanced. We feel grateful to those friends who have shown, with so much